LACCO AMENO D’ISCHIA 20-21 OCTOBER 2001 SCIENTIFIC REPORT:

The EPIDEMIOLOGY PANEL of the International Symposium held in Lacco Ameno d’Ischia Chaired by Dr. Oberfeld G. and Prof. Hyland G. reported that:

there are some key results in scientific literature which require deeper study to assess the effects and mechanisms on cell functions (Dr. Marinelli F.- Italy). Epidemiological metanalysis studies of RF/MW on childhood leukaemia assess a mean risk of 2.14 OR  for people living near 4/5 Km from transmitting towers, and  using a unilateral statistic risk evaluation show a more evident certainty of the risk (Prof. Brizzi M.- Italy). Genotoxicity and carcinogenesis must taken into account at many different frequencies of  exposure all along the electromagnetic spectrum (Dr. Cherry N.- New Zealand) which are expressed at very low power level exposure on epidemiological studies. (Dr. Oberfeld G.- Austria). The existing safety guidelines which do not protect from the assessed risks should be extended in same way at that applied to foods, drugs and chemicals (Prof. Hyland G-Great Britain). The studies of reversible symptoms found in people residing near cell-phone base towers show a dose-response correlation to the exposure  also linked to gender. (Prof. Santini R.France) 

The BIOLOGICAL PHYSICS AND HEALTH EFFECTS PANEL (Chaired by Dr. Grimaldi S. and Prof. Smith C.) pointed out that some electro-sensibility health problems became more evident in exposed people linked to reported allergy-like symptoms (Dr. Grimaldi S.- Italy). Experimental high frequency (900 MHz) cell exposures show genomic, apoptotic and cell cycle alterations on leukaemia cells and normal lymphocytes (Dr. Cinti C-Italy, Dr. Marinelli F.-Italy and Dr. Kwee S.- Denmark)  while the synergy between chemical and electromagnetic pollution affecting  the same human target has been pointed out by Prof. Smith C.  and Prof. Hyland G. – Great Britain. 

The ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT PANEL (chaired by Dr. Giuliani L. and Prof. Moesgoller W.) shows that, in recent experiments very low intensity (10 nanoTesla) magnetic field can induce resonance on bio-molecules (Dr. De Ninno A. and Dr. Giuliani L. –Italy). The environmental increasing electromagnetic pollution is like  the “smog” for living systems (Env. Eng. Cicciotti G. –Italy). Decreasing the magnetic field in electrical devices is possible and very important for the environment in which people live (Eng. Adesi G. Italy). The statements of Salzburg 2000 “Cell tower siting congress” which fixed at 1 mW/m2 precaution people exposure limit have also been reported (Dr. Marsalek –Austria). Moreover the alterations of neuronal conduction signals of human auditory nerve, exposed to the cell-telephone have been detected showing the possibility of a very deep influence on the functional mechanisms of the neuronal cells (Prof. Colletti V. –Italy). Medical considerations of the EMF exposed people health risks and bioeffects have been pointed out by Prof. W.  Moesgoller- Austria, while an overview of the international literature, focused on the EMF health effects, showed the biological and health effects which were well known and proved since 1950 (Sperini M. and Scalia M.  –Italy). 

The LAW PANEL (Chaired by Lawyer Rienzi C. and Lawyer  Tabano C.) evidentiate that it is possible to call for the precaution principle in judgements (Lawyer D’Angelo-Italy) as “evidence for prosecution” of the transmitting companies  and not for the exposed people to produce the “evidence for defence” in order to demonstrate health injury of one technology device and  the class-action procedure so diffuse in USA, contrary to European countries, can be useful to claim damages by the companies (Tobacco claims for damage have been an example) (Lawyer Donzelli-Italy). Comments about the local jurisdiction and the different authority levels (Local, Regional and State) were made by judge Dr. Amoroso, relating to  possible intimidations by the lobbies. Lawyer Tabano-Italy asked for lower impact technologies by promoting alternative communication devices as wired telephones or optical wired connections, while she affirmed the tower-siting incompatibility in residential areas. Moreover the electromagnetic pollution has two different aspects influencing people, countries and environment while the examination of existing laws can help to protect people’s health from the  electromagnetic pollution (Lawyer Tiberi R.- Italy). Educational and information systems must be involved in the concerned act of Parliament discussion. Lawyer Greco.- Italy explained the European recommendations about the need of the Precaution principle, and different cases were exposed to discuss how the law can be applied in order to preserve the people health and environment. Lawyer Sorriento-Italy exposed the problem  cancer patients residing near radio-base stations and Lawyer Amato affirmed that mobile telephone should not be used on public transport. Lawyer Acerboni.- Italy showed the environmental impact of UMTS future mobile telephones and Lawyer Barbieri.- Italy spoke about power-line hazards and damages to be paid to people living in the neighbourhood. Lawyer Fonzo.- Italy about the reduction of electromagnetic fields by microcells mobile phones and Lawyer Conte.- Italy about the risks of possible influence of radio-base stations and pace-makers. Finally Lawyer Rienzi .- Italy (Codacons President) has pointed-out the aim of Codacons Association to continue this work dedicated to a correct people  information and for the promotion of indipendent research devoted to the human health preservation.

Resolution 
of the International Scientific Conference 

Elettrosmog: “una sola scienza una sola verità” 

at Lacco Ameno in Ischia, 20.-21. October 2001
Effects of low intensity electromagnetic fields (EMF): 

The participants agreed that there are established biological effects from low-intensity electromagnetic field exposures which include a risk for adverse health effects. It was positively acknowledged that the ICNIRP guidelines
 protect from thermal effects and effects from high currents, they are not designed to protect from possible health effects of low intensity EMF. Because ICNIRP guidelines are also not designed to protect from interference with life saving electronic implants and patient aids as well as other medical implants (pacemaker, hearing aids etc.) they do not meet full requirements of public health protection. Therefore it is recommended to adopt further necessary risk reducing strategies at the national and international administrational level. 

The participants acknowledge and confirm the judgement of WHO that: "No authority concerned with exposure standards produced exposure guidelines with the aim to protect from long term EMF effects like a possible cancer risk".  

In recognition of the 

· definition of health by the WHO

· European Commissions political mission statement on the precautionary principle
 

· Jurisdiction of EU Court
  

· recent judgement of the German Radiation Protection Commission (September 2001)
:

· public health requirements 

and in view of the scientific evidence , a list with 8 suggested activities is proposed. 

1. Concerning fixed installations  

The participants (in agreement with the German SSK5) recommend to 

· minimise EMF exposure where possible, 

· provide information to the public on local EMF exposures, 

· consider EMF background levels in the installation of new devices, 

· control EMF exposures on a regular basis.

· involve elected community authorities in the planning of installations 

· increase the information of the citizens.  

Furthermore the local public should be actively involved in the planning and monitoring phase 

2. New technical developments

New EMF emitting technologies should be examined for adverse bioeffects before launch onto the market. 

3. Children protection 

The participants of the Ischia conference are aware of the recommendation of the British government to protect children under 16 by minimising the use of mobile phones, and express their full support for this risk reducing policy. Furthermore protective regulations for children under 16 should be implemented (in analogy to smoking and alcohol consumption). 

4. Cellular phones 

Technical data should be made available to the users to allow comparison with respect to EMF-exposure. To promote prudent usage and reduction in EMF-exposure, sufficient information on the health debate should be provided. This actions will stimulate further development of low-intensity emission devices. Nevertheless the actual mobile telephone must be defined “device for emergency use only”

5. Mobile phone free zones should be established in public facilities and restaurants. 
6. Exposure limit 

The scientists are aware of the Salzburg Resolution from June 2000, which suggested exposure limits for the sum total of all emissions from ELF pulse modulated high frequency exposure facilities such as GSM base stations of 1 mW/m². In view of the growing scientific evidence the experts support this suggestion of 1 mW/m² outdoors, with the aim to strive for further exposure reduction. (The researchers marked  by an asterisk * ask for  0.1 mW/m² public exposure limit )

7. Liability for imposed risk 

Because in most countries the electromagnetic field exploiting services and the profits were privatised, the liability for the associated risks should not be imposed on the public and the social security system. 

8. Epidemiological research 

Further epidemiological studies are urgently needed to quantify the health effects from EMF already seen in the general population. All relevant sources should be taken into account like mobile phone base stations, cordless telephones (base stations and handsets), TV and broadcasting stations, radar transmitters, powerlines, house hold and workplace appliances, wireless computer networks, and electrified railways.

"personal opinion, does not necessarily reflect the views of the associated institution"
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THIS SECTION WILL BE  OUT OF FINAL DOCUMENT

For further information please contact the organizer: Fiorenzo Marinelli 

Marinelli@area.bo.cnr.it

PLEASE 

PLACE HERE THE  SUGGESTIONS TO MODIFICATIONS OF THE TEXT IF NEEDED (reporting the name  as in the text)

1)

� ICNIRP - International Commission of Non Ionising Radiation Protection guidelines, published in Health Physics 1998, see also : � HYPERLINK http://www.icnirp.de ��www.icnirp.de�, "Guidelines for limiting exposure to time-varying electric, magnetic, and electromagnetic fields (up to 300 GHz)" - 1998 


� WHO: "Health is a state of complete physical, mental, and social well-being and not merely the absence of disease and infirmity." 


� Communication from the Commission on the precautionary principle (2.2.200), �for full text see: � HYPERLINK http://europa.eu.int/comm/environment/docum/20001_en.htm ��http://europa.eu.int/comm/environment/docum/20001_en.htm�. 


� "Where there is uncertainty as to the existence or extend of risk to human health, the institutions may take protective measures without having to wait until the reality and seriousness of those risks become fully apparent." (Cases C-157/96 and C-180/96 of 5.May 1998, Grounds 63).�"requirements linked to the protection of public health should undoubtedly be given greater weight than economic considerations" (Order of 30 June 1999, Case T-70/99).  


� German Radiation Protection Commission, � HYPERLINK http://www.ssk.de ��www.ssk.de�, Publication from 13./14.September 2001: "Exposure standards and precautionary measures for the residents protection of electromagnetic fields. - Recommendation of the Radiation Protection Commission." (Original title: "Grenzwerte und Vorsorgemaßnahmen zum Schutz der Bevölkerung vor elektromagnetischen Feldern - Empfehlung der Strahlenschutzkommission"). 
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